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At Martham Primary & Nursery School we aim to make
children independent writers, aware that we write for a
purpose and for please, using different styles, situations
and audiences.

There are many ways of teaching writing and different
children respond to different methods. The most important
thing, however, is to build confidence and autonomy

Children learn to write in the same way as they learn to
speak - through imitating what they see/ hear all around
them. All the stages children go through when learning to
speak are paralleled when learning to write.

A child's first attempt at imitating the print they see all
around them will appear as "scribble", decoration or as part
of a picture.




The next stage will be that the child is using these ‘marks'
to convey meaning and will be able to relate the message
although we cannot read it.
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Gradually, letters that we are able to recognise will appear
at random.
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The next progression is that the letters actually match
sounds and we are able to read the writing, although the
words are not that same as "book writing".

At this stage children often omit the vowels.
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Words will become more and more recognisable, although
not necessarily spelt "correctly".

Over a period of time the child's writing will evolve towards
a standard form.

This type of writing is called developmental and enables

children to write independently at an early stage. It is vital,

however, that alongside this, other skills are taught and

practised:

e Letter formation and handwriting

e Alphabetic and phonic knowledge

e Rhyme

e Spelling strategies and rules

o Sentence construction and punctuation

e Grammar

e Word retrieval skills - use of word banks, dictionaries,
etc..

e Vocabulary extension



e Composition - writing in different genres, e.g.
instructions, letters, newspapers reports, fantasy, poetry

o These skills are taught daily within the integrated
curriculum.

One of the most important factors, when a child is learning
to write, however, is confidence.

This is gained through the support and encouragement of
parents and teachers.
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As they grow older, it is vital that children continue to
receive this encouragement.
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